
​Comprehensive Exam Suggested Readings List​
​Updated March 2026​

​This reading list has been developed to serve as a resource for students preparing for the​​Digital Archives​
​Specialist (DAS)​​Certificate​​Comprehensive Exam​​. The reading list includes resources related to each course in​
​the DAS curriculum, organized by​​tier​​then​​course​​. This document is updated once a year; for the most​
​up-to-date version, see the​​DAS Certificate Reading List Zotero library​​, which reflects more recent changes in​
​suggested readings throughout the year.​
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​Foundational Tier​

​Appraisal of Digital Records​

​“Appraisal of Geospatial Data.” GeoMAPP Informational Partners Meeting, July 28, 2011.​
​https://web.archive.org/web/20170404055215/https://geomapp.com/docs/InfoPartner_Appraisal_p​
​resentation_final_20110728.pdf​​.​

​Digital Preservation Coalition. “Acquisition and Appraisal.” In​​Digital Preservation Handbook​​, 2nd Edition.​
​Digital Preservation Coalition, 2015.​
​https://www.dpconline.org/handbook/organisational-activities/acquisition-and-appraisal​​.​

​Digital Preservation Coalition. “Decision Tree.” In​​Digital Preservation Handbook​​, 2nd Edition. Digital​
​Preservation Coalition, 2015.​
​https://www.dpconline.org/handbook/organisational-activities/decision-tree​​.​

​Huth, Geof. “Module 14: Case Study 1: Appraising One State Government’s Websites.” In​​Appraisal and​
​Acquisition Strategies​​. Trends in Archives Practice,​​Module 14. Society of American Archivists, 2016.​
​https://www2.archivists.org/sites/all/files/Module_14_CaseStudy1_GeofHuth.pdf​​.​

​Huth, Geof. “Module 14: Case Study 2: Imaginative Digital Appraisal in a Small Institution.” In​​Appraisal​
​and Acquisition Strategies​​. Trends in Archives Practice,​​Module 14. Society of American Archivists,​
​2016.​​https://www2.archivists.org/sites/all/files/Module_14_CaseStudy2_GeofHuth.pdf​​.​

​National Archives. “Appraisal Policy of the National Archives.” Revised 2020.​
​https://www.archives.gov/records-mgmt/scheduling/appraisal​​.​

​Arrangement and Description of Digital Records – Part 1​

​Barrera-Gomez, Julianna, and Ricky Erway.​​Walk This​​Way: Detailed Steps for Transferring Born-Digital​
​Content from Media You Can Read In-House​​. OCLC, 2013.​​https://doi.org/10.25333/C3F92C​​.​

​Goldman, Ben. “Bridging the Gap: Taking Practical Steps Toward Managing Born-Digital Collections in​
​Manuscript Repositories.”​​RBM: A Journal of Rare Books,​​Manuscripts, and Cultural Heritage​​12, no. 1​
​(2011): 11–24.​​https://doi.org/10.5860/rbm.12.1.343​​.​

​Lavoie, Brian F.​​The Open Archival Information System​​Reference Model: Introductory Guide (2nd Edition)​​.​
​Nos. 14–02. DPC Technology Watch Series. Digital Preservation Coalition, 2014.​
​http://www.dpconline.org/component/docman/doc_download/1359-dpctw14-02​​.​

​Society of American Archivists.​​Describing Archives:​​A Content Standard (DACS)​​. Society of American​
​Archivists, 2020.​
​https://www2.archivists.org/groups/technical-subcommittee-on-describing-archives-a-content-stand​
​ard-dacs/describing-archives-a-content-standard-dacs-second-​​.​

​University of California Systemwide Libraries. “UC Guidelines for Born-Digital Archival Description.” UC​
​Office of the President: University of California Systemwide Libraries, 2017.​
​https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9cg222jc​​.​
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​Basics of Managing Digital Records – Getting You Started​

​Cullen, Charles T., Peter B. Hirtle, David Levy, Clifford A. Lynch, and Jeff Rothenberg.​​Authenticity in a​
​Digital Environment​​. Publication 92. With Abby Smith.​​Council on Library and Information Research.​
​Washington, D.C., 2000.​​https://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub92/​​.​

​ISO 15489-1:2016 Information and Documentation — Records Management — Part 1: Concepts and​
​Principles​​. 2016.​
​https://www.iso.org/cms/render/live/en/sites/isoorg/contents/data/standard/06/25/62542.html​​.​

​Robek, Mary F., Gerald F. Brown, and David O. Stephens.​​Information and Records Management:​
​Document-Based Information Systems​​. Glencoe/McGraw​​Hill, 2002.​

​Digital Curation: Fundamentals and Sustainability​

​Alagna, Laura, and Lauren Work.​​Beyond the Repository​​Curatorial Toolkit​​. 2020.​​https://osf.io/gejqs/​​.​

​Cornell University Library. “Digital Preservation Management: Implementing Short-Term Strategies for​
​Long-Term Solutions.” 2003.​​https://dpworkshop.org/dpm-eng/eng_index.html​​.​

​“Curation Costs Exchange.” Accessed July 6, 2022.​​https://www.curationexchange.org/​​.​

​Digital Curation Centre. “What Is Digital Curation?” Digital Curation Centre. Accessed December 17, 2021.​
​https://www.dcc.ac.uk/about/digital-curation​​.​

​Digital Preservation Coalition. “Advocacy.” In​​Digital​​Preservation Handbook​​, 2nd edition. Digital​
​Preservation Coalition, 2015.​
​https://www.dpconline.org/handbook/institutional-strategies/advocacy​​.​

​Hanson, Karen, Alisa Surkis, Karen Yacobucci, and NYU Health Sciences Library.​​Data Sharing and​
​Management Snafu in 3 Short Acts​​. 2012.​​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2zK3sAtr-4​​.​

​Higgins, Sarah. “The DCC Curation Lifecycle Model.”​​International Journal of Digital Curation​​3, no.​​1​
​(2008): 134–40.​​https://doi.org/10.2218/ijdc.v3i1.48​​.​

​“I Survived a POWRR Institute.”​​Digital POWRR: Preserving​​Digital Objects With Restricted Resources​​, April​
​19, 2019.​​https://digitalpowrr.niu.edu/institutes/survived-powrr-wkshp/​​.​

​Johnston, Leslie. “What Could Curation Possibly Mean?” Webpage.​​The Signal​​, March 25, 2014.​
​http://blogs.loc.gov/digitalpreservation/2014/03/what-could-curation-possibly-mean/​​.​

​Lee, Christopher (Cal). “Matrix of Digital Curation Knowledge and Competencies (Overview) - DigCCurr​
​Project.” DigCCurr, June 17, 2009.​​https://ils.unc.edu/digccurr/digccurr-matrix.html​​.​

​McGovern, Nancy Y., ed. “Aligning National Approaches to Digital Preservation.” In​​Aligning National​
​Approaches to Digital Preservation​​. Educopia Institute​​Publications, 2012.​
​https://educopia.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Aligning_National_Approaches_to_Digital_Preser​
​vation.pdf​​.​

​McGovern, Nancy Y. “Forward Together.”​​Research Library​​Issues​​, no. 296 (2018): 62–67.​
​https://doi.org/10.29242/rli.296.9​​.​
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​McGovern, Nancy Y. “Radical Collaboration and Research Data Management: An Introduction.”​​Research​
​Library Issues​​, no. 296 (2018): 6–22.​​https://doi.org/10.29242/rli.296.2​​.​

​McGovern, Nancy Y. “SRDD2020: Leveraging Cross-Domain Collaboration for Sustainable Research Data​
​Management.” SRDD2020: Swiss Research Data Day, Emergent Approaches for Open Science, October​
​22, 2020.​​https://mediaserver.unige.ch/play/137658​​.​

​“OSSArcFlow Guide to Documenting Born-Digital Archival Workflows.” June 23, 2020.​
​https://educopia.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/OSSArcFlow_Guide_FINAL-1.pdf​​.​

​Schumacher, Jaime, Thomas, Lynne M., VandeCreek, Drew, et al.​​From Theory to Action: “Good Enough”​
​Digital Preservation Solutions for Under-Resourced Cultural Heritage Institutions​​. Working Paper.​
​Institute of Museum and Library Services, 2014.​
​https://huskiecommons.lib.niu.edu/allfaculty-peerpub/1056/​​.​

​Digital Forensics: Fundamentals​

​Kirschenbaum, Matthew G., Richard Ovenden, Gabriela Redwine, and Rachel Donahue.​​Digital Forensics​
​and Born-Digital Content in Cultural Heritage Collections​​.​​No. 149. Council on Library and Information​
​Resources, 2010.​​https://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub149/​​.​

​Lee, Christopher A., Olsen, Porter, Chassanoff, Alexandra, Woods, Kam, Kirschenbaum, Matthew, and​
​Misra, Sunitha.​​From Code to Community: Building and​​Sustaining BitCurator through Community​
​Engagement​​. BitCurator, 2014.​​https://bitcurator.net/files/2018/08/code-to-community.pdf​​.​

​Woods, Kam, Lee, Christopher A., and Misra, Sunitha. “Automated Analysis and Visualization of Disk​
​Images and File Systems for Preservation.”​​Proceedings​​of Archiving 2013​​, 2013, 239–44.​
​http://www.ils.unc.edu/callee/p239-woods.pdf​​.​

​Digital Preservation of Audio and Video: Fundamentals​

​Brylawski, Sam, Lerman, Maya, Pike, Robin, and Smith, Kathlin.​​ARSC Guide to Audio Preservation​​. Council​
​on Library and Information Resources, 2015.​
​http://www.clir.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/pub164.pdf​​.​

​Digital Preservation: Audio and Video Formats on Vimeo​​.​​With Nadal, Jacob. 2012. 59:31.​
​https://vimeo.com/67159144​​.​

​France, Fenella. “Audio Visual Preservation at the National Archives and Records Administration.”​​Against​
​the Grain​​27, no. 4 (2015).​​https://doi.org/10.7771/2380-176X.7126​​.​

​Intro to Email Preservation​

​EA-PDF Working Group.​​A Specification for Using PDF​​to Package and Represent Email​​. Text. Board of​
​Trustees of the University of Illinois, 2021.​​https://www.ideals.illinois.edu/handle/2142/109251​​.​

​Goethals, Andrea and Gogel, Wendy.​​Reshaping the Repository:​​The Challenge of Email Archiving​​. Harvard​
​University Library, 2010.​​http://www.ifs.tuwien.ac.at/dp/ipres2010/papers/goethals-08.pdf​​.​
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​National Historical Publications and Records Commission. “Transforming Online Mail with Embedded​
​Semantics (TOMES).” Accessed January 28, 2022.​
​https://www.ncdcr.gov/things-know/records-management/transforming-online-mail-embedded-sem​
​antics-tomes​​.​

​Smithsonian Institution Archives. “The Collaborative Electronic Records Project.” Accessed January 20,​
​2022.​​https://siarchives.si.edu/what-we-do/digital-curation/email-preservation-cerp​​.​

​Stanford University. “ePADD.” Stanford Libraries. Accessed January 28, 2022.​
​https://www.epaddproject.org/​​.​

​Virginia Memory. “Kaine Email Project @ LVA.” 2016.​
​https://web.archive.org/web/20251125220538/https://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/kaine/​​.​

​Intro to Processing Digital Records and Manuscripts​

​AIMS Work Group.​​AIMS Born-Digital Collections: An​​Inter-Institutional Model for Stewardship​​. 2012.​
​https://dcs.library.virginia.edu/files/2013/02/AIMS_final.pdf​​.​

​Daines III, J. Gordon.​​Module 2: Processing Digital​​Records and Manuscripts​​. Society of American​
​Archivists, 2013.​​https://mysaa.archivists.org/productdetails?id=a1B0b00000el1BDEAY​​.​

​De Stefano, Paula, Fleischhauer, Carl, Goethals, Andrea, et al.​​Checking Your Digital Content​​. National​
​Digital Stewardship Alliance, 2013.​
​https://www.digitalpreservation.gov/documents/NDSA-Fixity-Guidance-Report-final100214.pdf​​.​

​Lavoie, Brian F.​​The Open Archival Information System​​Reference Model: Introductory Guide (2nd Edition)​​.​
​Nos. 14–02. DPC Technology Watch Series. Digital Preservation Coalition, 2014.​
​http://www.dpconline.org/component/docman/doc_download/1359-dpctw14-02​​.​

​Introduction to the Open Archival​

​Consultative Committee for Space Data Systems (CCSDS).​​Reference Model for an Open Archival​
​Information System (OAIS)​​. no. Recommended Practice,​​Issue 3 (December 2024).​
​https://ccsds.org/Pubs/650x0m3.pdf​​.​

​Lavoie, Brian F.​​The Open Archival Information System​​Reference Model: Introductory Guide (2nd Edition)​​.​
​Nos. 14–02. DPC Technology Watch Series. Digital Preservation Coalition, 2014.​
​http://www.dpconline.org/component/docman/doc_download/1359-dpctw14-02​​.​

​Metadata Overview for Archivists​

​Baca, Murtha. “Intro to Metadata.” In​​Introduction​​to Metadata​​, 3rd ed., edited by Baca, Murtha. Getty​
​Publications, 2016.​​http://www.getty.edu/publications/intrometadata​​.​

​Bruce, Thomas R., and Diane I. Hillmann. “The Continuum of Metadata Quality: Defining, Expressing,​
​Exploiting.” In​​In Metadata in Practice​​. ALA Editions,​​2004.​
​https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/7895​​.​
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​Riley, Jenn. “Seeing Standards: A Visualization of the Metadata Universe.” With Jenn Riley. 2018.​
​https://doi.org/10.5683/SP2/UOHPVH​​.​

​Standards for Digital Archivists​

​Digital Preservation Handbook, 2nd Edition​​. Digital​​Preservation Coalition, 2015.​
​https://www.dpconline.org/handbook​​.​

​Hillis, W. Daniel.​​The Pattern on the Stone: The Simple​​Ideas That Make Computers Work​​. 1st ed. Science​
​Masters. Basic Books, 1998.​

​Library of Congress. “Recommended Formats Statement.” Web page. Accessed January 20, 2022.​
​https://www.loc.gov/preservation/resources/rfs/index.html​​.​

​Preservation Task Force. “Appendix 6: How to Preserve Authentic Electronic Records.” In​​The Long-Term​
​Preservation of Authentic Electronic Records:  Findings of the InterPARES Project​​. Preservation Task​
​Force, InterPARES 1 Project, 2001.​​http://www.interpares.org/book/interpares_book_o_app06.pdf​​.​

​Thinking Digital​

​Kenney, Anne R., McGovern, Nancy Y., Mark Sandler, and John Price Wilkin. “The Five Organizational​
​Stages of Digital Preservation.” In​​SPO Scholarly​​Monograph Series​​. Michigan Publishing, University​​of​
​Michigan Library, 2003.​
​https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=spobooks;idno=bbv9812.0001.001;rgn=div1;view=te​
​xt;cc=spobooks;node=bbv9812.0001.001:11​​.​

​Web Archiving Fundamentals​

​“Guidelines for Preservable Websites | Columbia University Libraries.” Accessed January 20, 2022.​
​https://library.columbia.edu/collections/web-archives/guidelines.html​​.​

​New York Art Resources Consortium. “NYARC Web Archiving FAQs.” Accessed July 22, 2022.​
​https://nyarc.org/faq/web-archiving​​.​

​Niu, Jinfang. “An Overview of Web Archiving.”​​D-Lib​​Magazine​​18, no. 3/4 (2012).​
​https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/si_facpub/308​​.​

​Pennock, Maureen.​​Web Archiving​​. Nos. 13–01. DPC Technology​​Watch Reports. Digital Preservation​
​Coalition, 2013.​​https://doi.org/10.7207/twr13-01​​.​

​Stanford University. “Archivability.” Stanford Libraries. Accessed January 20, 2022.​
​https://web.archive.org/web/20211006200706/https://library.stanford.edu/projects/web-archiving/a​
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